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Melrose
students
reap
rewards

Baller
comes
to UPA

Nerlens Noel with
Principal Darius
Adamson.
BY RAVEN JOY SHONEL
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
University
Academy
Preparatory (UPA) had a
surprise guest show up for
their end of the year field day
event. Philadelphia 76ers
center/power forward Nerlens Noel took time out of
his training schedule to drop
by and encourage the middle schoolers to exercise
their minds and bodies
Mon., June 2.
Known for his trademark
high-top fade, Noel dropped
by almost all of the classrooms to give a pep talk to
the youngsters.
“My mom pushed academics before sports and
that was the message I
wanted to get out to the kids.
Everything starts with hard
work and it starts now,” said
Noel.
A week ago an UPA business partner stopped by the
school to encourage the
kids, and one precocious
young lady asked if he could
arrange for a professional
athlete to show up for their
field day. That seemingly
hard question was answered
Monday when Principal Darius Adamson escorted Noel
around the campus.
“He is a very humble guy
and it was wonderful the way
he interacted with the kids,”
said Adamson. “By the time
See UPA, page 5

The Fourth Annual Pink Bow Tie Gala was held at the St. Petersburg Museum Sat., June 2.
Kids enjoying their
shopping spree.


BY HOLLY KESTENIS
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
Most people can tell you
of a friend or loved one
they know that has cancer, or perhaps you are
battling the disease yourself. The disease generates anxiety and thoughts
of one’s own mortality for
those who have been diagnosed, but last Saturday
the Fourth Annual Pink
Bow Tie Gala was a night
for cancer patients and
survivors to relax and
have a little fun.
“Life lies in the power
of the tongue and tonight
that’s what our goal is,”
said Quanette Feazell of

Advantage Village Academy, who along with the
Southern Christian Leadership
Conference
(SCLC) sponsored the
event. Their mission for
the evening was to infuse
life into those going
through cancer, as well as
their families. “Tonight is
a celebration of live and
that’s what we want you
all to do.”
Music from the Shawn
Brown Band kicked off
the festivities, and a men’s
fashion show with the latest summer fashions
wowed the crowd.
Jeff Copeland, executive director of the SCLC,
has been personally involved with the annual

gala from its inception, although this year marks
the first for the SCLC to
get involved. “It’s a place
to be for people who really
care about cancer awareness,” he said.
Copeland hopes the
gala will bring awareness
to more people of the
need to raise more money
to find cures for all diseases, but especially cancer. And so for the first
year, the Pink Bow Tie
Gala has focused on more
than breast cancer, shining the spotlight on the
less talked about prostate
cancer.
The second most common cancer among men,
after skin cancer, prostate

BY FRANK DROUZAS
Staff Writer

cancer affects the AfricanAmerican community at a
higher rate than their
racial counterparts. Although both passed away
due to other ailments,
both the Godfather of
Soul James Brown and
former South African
President Nelson Mandela battled the disease.
In fact the community’s own Pastor Manuel
Sykes of Bethel Community Baptist Church has
firsthand experience dealing with prostate cancer.
Diagnosed seven years
ago, just four days after remarrying, he admitted to
not wanting to go through
the process of fighting the
See CANCER, pages 6

Culinary Arts available at pTEC
BY FRANK DROUZAS
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
Have you always wanted
to expertly prepare a
scrumptious five-course
meal or even just yearned
to learn the finer points of
food preparation? Then
the culinary arts program
at Pinellas Technical Education Center (pTEC)
may help add some
spice to your life.
The program has attracted students of all different ages said Bill
Kittel, one of three culi-

nary instructors at the St.
Pete location. Some students come in with some
experience while others
are complete newbies
to the world of cooking.
The 1200-hour program is divided into four
sections and begins with
the Food Preparation
course, which serves as
an overview and introduction to all things edible.
“They learn safety
and sanitation,” Kittel
said. “We spend two
See pTEC, page 4

Add spice to your life with the pTEC
Culinary Arts program.

ST. PETERSBURG —
The children of Melrose Elementary School are reaping
the rewards of a job well
done. In conjunction with the
Boys & Girls Clubs of the
Suncoast, the school took 23
students who all made the
principal’s list on a shopping
spree. The grade schoolers
received $25 gift cards to
spend at Walmart to cap
off the end of successful
school year.
“They had to use their
math skills to get up to $25,”
said Nita Smith, president/
CEO of Boys & Girls Clubs
of the Suncoast. “So if they
went over $25, they had to
put something back and get
something else. And these
are smart kids.”
The trip was followed by
a luncheon at the elegant 400
Beach Seafood and Tap
House in downtown St. Pete.
For many of the children, it
was their first time being
served by an actual butler
Smith said. The third such
outing for principal’s list students at Melrose, this one
also had by far the highest
number of participants.
“As part of the executive
task program with the superintendent’s office of the
Pinellas County school
board, the superintendent
asked CEOs in our county to
partner with challenge
schools, so I asked for Melrose,” Smith explained.
Smith has been working
with Nanette Grasso, principal of Melrose Elementary,
See MELROSE, page 5




 

Tony & Nello's
Southern Italian Cuisine & Grille
(formerly JOJO'S PIZZA)
has been serving Tierra Verde
and St. Pete Beach for more
than 30 years. We offer
authentic southern Italian food.
We specialize in wood-fired
brick oven pizza.

Dine In or
Carry Out!
Catering service is available.

1136 Pinellas Bayway S.
St Petersburg, FL 33715
www.tonyandnellos.com

    
   
Over 34 Years in Tampa Bay
Specializing In:
Painting • Drywall • Flooring
Plumbing • Windows• Roofing
Soffit & Fascia Cabinets• Kitchen & Bath
Garage & Porch Rehabilitation
Custom Home Remodeling
Approved Rehabilitation Contractor for: City of Tampa, Hillsborough County,
City of St. Petersburg, Pinellas County and Polk County

Call MICHAEL REEVES - Phone/Fax 813-238-6197
Email: reevesbuilding@verizon.net • www.ReevesBuilding.com
Licenses:

CFC025588

CCC1326860

CBC1251478
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Freedom ain’t free




By Jon Wilson

Happy Worker’s still going strong

Happy Worker’s Learning Center Inc.

Opened to take care of working families’ youngsters in 1929, Happy Workers day care center is credited with
being Pinellas County’s oldest social
service agency. It has served several
generations of residents, and continues
to operate today.
Rev. Oscar Lee McAdams and his
wife Willie Lee opened the nursery in
1929 as an offshoot of Trinity Presbyterian Church. Twenty-Second Street
South was a growing community, but it
still was a neighborhood out in the
country, set among palmetto and pines.
Mrs. McAdams, who was the prime
mover behind the establishment, decided such a place was needed after she
saw toddlers running unsupervised in
the street while their parents worked.
She said the school’s purpose would
be to “safeguard the health of the preschool age child, as well as promote his
physical, social and emotional development. “The school is operated mainly as
a convenience for working Negro mothers,” she told the St. Petersburg Times.
“But a large number of parents send
their children to the school to acquaint
them with supervised music and religious programs which prepare them for
public school life.”
Five children made up Happy Workers’ first “class.” Their parents paid 25
cents a week.
By 1943, the center was offering infant care at $2 per day. If parents
couldn’t afford the whole fee, they paid
what they could.
Lena Anderson was the supervisor
in 1948. A newspaper article written for
the Evening Independent by Eva Jordan, the wife of Elder Jordan Jr., described Anderson as working “against a
background of cribs, high chairs,
playpens, sterilizers, and such paraphernalia required to prepare formulas.”
Despite being in charge of two
dozen children from infants to two year
olds, Anderson maintained a calm and
cool demeanor, “and only her frank admission made you believe she was 67
years old,” Jordan wrote.
In 1945, Anderson had been named
the Red Cross nurse’s aide of the month

– the third time she had received the
honor. She was the first African-American woman to be so honored and the
only aide, black or white, to win the
recognition three months in a row.
By 1954, the daycare center had a
staff of 14, which included collegetrained nurses, skilled kitchen workers
and licensed practical nurses. It had an
enrollment of 205 youngsters, said
Hazel Davis, an instructor at the nursery who also acted as its publicity chairman.
Fees ranged then from $2.75 to
$3.75. Facilities included toilets that
children could operate without adults
present, and toy chests and shelves
within the reach of small children. The
nursery’s philosophy was to instill independence in children by giving them
safe, small tasks they could do themselves.
An extensive and constantly used
playground taught the children “to respect the rights of others. We feel this
is a definite accomplishment in social
development,” Mrs. McAdams said.
The school’s over-arching idea was
that its children would learn to be
peacemakers, experience love, and
come to appreciate the diversity of the
world community.
A 1954 newspaper article praised the
school for its tradition of producing wellbehaved and productive pupils.
Graduates of Happy Workers include names such as Oscar nominated
actress Angela Bassett, Don McRae, the
city’s first African-American city manager and Reverend Wayne Thompson,
who began his calling into the ministry
as the preacher in the Tom Thumb
Wedding. The Tom Thumb wedding
was Happy Worker’s premier fundraising event.
In 2011, under the leadership of then
board President Angela Parrish, the
legal name was changed to Happy
Worker’s Learning Center Inc. It is
sponsored by the Friends of Happy
Workers, a nonprofit volunteer organization. The school today has more than
170 and will be celebrating its 85th anniversary this August.

ST. PETERSBURG —
The kids at the Midtown
Celebrity Club are busy
these days trying to preserve a very important
part of their history and
raise enough funds for the
upcoming
Juneteenth
Freedom Festival Sat.,
June 14, from 11-5 p.m. at
Campbell Park in St. Petersburg.
Besides Independence
Day in July, Juneteenth,
which is the oldest known
celebration commemorating the ending of slavery
in the United States, is the
only other day that is celebrated nationally that relates to our freedom and
independence.
So why are there so
few fireworks or festivities
surrounding Juneteenth?
It is just as important to
celebrate Juneteenth as it
has always been to celebrate Independence Day.
Juneteenth is a vital historical event in the history of

ST. PETERSBURG –
The devastation of the
2010 earthquake that hit
Haiti is still a reality for
many of their residents.
The Haitian Mission Par
La Foi (HMPLF), an orphanage and school program
that
teaches
Christian values, was left
devastated and is still trying to rebuild.
Marlene
Berthelot,
founder and executive director of HMPLF is an
avid collector of Haitian
master painters and is willing to part with her collection to help rebuild the
orphanage.
She began her collection in the 1980s to promote Haitian arts and in
the process increased the
value of her investment
portfolio. She has donated
proceeds from more than
50 percent of her collection to help her mission in
Haiti and is looking to sell
more works.

 
 
 
  
 

  

   
    
 

The Haitian Mission Par La Foi
Berthelot hopes to
raise
the
$97,500.00
needed to match a Grant
from Digicel Telecommunications to rebuild the
school and orphanage that
was left a pile of rubble by
the earthquake.
First Unity Campus of
St. Petersburg, located at
460 46th Ave. N., St. Pete,
has been a great supporter
of the mission. The
church is hosting an Art
Exhibit of Haitian Master
Painters in their sanctuary

to benefit the mission.
The Art Exhibit of
Haitian Master Painters is
on display through June
30. The exhibit is open
from 9-5 p.m. Mon-Thurs.
Special arrangements can
be made for private showings by calling First Unity
Campus of St. Petersburg
at 727-527-2222.
A grand opening is set
for June 17 from 5-7 p.m.
Please feel free to call the
church for any question
you may have.
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teenth a real happening.
Please consider being a
sponsor or an individual
contributor. You can also
contribute an item or
items to our silent auction
also to be held June 14 or
our yard sale this Sat.,
June 7 from 9-5 p.m. at
1350 22nd St. S., St. Pete.
All deductions are tax
deductible. For more information, call Paulette
Jones at (727) 565-6094.

           

Lyn Johnson

The Weekly Challenger

our great nation.
The purpose of the
event continues to be the
promotion of unity, diversity, educational, social,
and economic improvement. So please help us
ensure that this historical
event is made a reality on
June 14.
Between school, family
events and community
performances, the Club
has not yet raised enough
money to make June-

Art exhibit to help rebuild Haitian
orphanage

Ethel L. Johnson
CEO/Publisher Emerita





Paulette Jones and members of
the Midtown Celebrity Club.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Yvonne Scruggs-Leftwich named
to Senior Hall of Fame
ST. PETERSBURG —
Dr. Yvonne Scruggs-Leftwich, President/CEO of St.
Petersburg’s Center for
Community and Economic
Justice, Inc. (CCEJ), has
been inducted into St. Petersburg’s Senior Hall of
Fame. At a ceremony recently at the city’s Sunshine
Center in Midtown, Mayor
Rick Kriseman and Brian
Kuell, administrator of the
Abby Rehabilitation and
Nursing Center, presented
her and five other awardees
with a certificate, a gift, an
orchid corsage and a place
for her photograph on the
city’s Hall of Fame wall in
the center.
In addition to many outstanding
achievements
throughout
her
life,
Scruggs-Leftwich most recently has been known for
her role as co-chair of St.
Pete Mayor Rick Kriseman’s Transition Team. She
also serves as the Planning
Director for the 2020 Plan to
dramatically reduce poverty
and increase employment in
south St. Petersburg.
She is the wife of the late
“Rev. Ed” Leftwich with

whom she co-founded the
CCEJ Still Standing Recovery Ministry, and the aunt of
the Power Broker Magazine’s publisher and community change leader
Gypsy Gallardo, co-founder
of the 2020 Plan initiative.
Scruggs-Leftwich holds
an honors BA in Political Science from North Carolina
Central University; an
MAPA from the University
of Minnesota’s Hubert H.
Humphrey
Graduate
School; a doctorate from the
ivy league University of
Pennsylvania and earned
post-graduate certificates
from the Free University of
Berlin and “Deutsche Hoch
Schule fur Politik” as a Fulbright Fellow studying and
living in Germany.
She has served as
deputy mayor of Philadelphia, as New York State’s
commissioner of Housing
and Community Renewal in
Governor Mario Cuomo’s
Cabinet; as deputy assistant
secretary of HUD and executive director of President
Carter’s Urban Policy Task
Force which produced
America’s first official, con-




By Pastor Martin Rainey

gressionally approved National Urban Policy.
As a national urban policy analyst for the Joint Center for Political & Economic
Studies, and as first Executive Director/COO of the
national Black Leadership
Forum, Inc., she authored
numerous acclaimed books
and articles based upon her
empirical research on political power and urban diversity; women in the political
process; equity and social
justice issues; grass-roots
coalition strategies; leadership
and
institutional
change; and national urban
policy.
She was a tenured professor at Howard University
and the National Labor College; Professorial-Lecturer
at Washington, D.C.’s
George Washington University and New York’s Baruch
Graduate School of Political
Management and as visiting professor and Board of
Trustee’s member at SUNY
Buffalo.
Scr uggs-Leftwich
received the 2007 Bernie
Harrison Award for Commentary from the Balti-

Public Notice

Dr. Yvonne
Scruggs-Leftwich
more-Washington Newspaper Guild and the 2012 Griot
Drum Award for Civic Commentary from the Tampa
Bay Association of Black
Journalists.
She has been honored
by numerous national organizations,
including
Kappa Alpha Psi Fraternity;
National Council of Negro
women; National Coalition
for Black Civic Participation;
American Planning Association; the national History
Makers; University of Virginia’s Explorations in Black
Leadership and in the
United States Congressional
Record in 2013 by Congresswoman Kathy Castor.
She has been listed in 10 national and international
Who’s Who directories and
biographies over the years.

Increasing parental and
community engagement:
Parents see children as a
consumable product

In a quest to discover different perhas not worn off some in the black comspectives regarding increasing parental
munity. Some teach their children this
engagement, please give attention to this
philosophy by not only living it out in
perspective submitted by Ernisa Barnfront of them, but also by consuming
well. This article is thought provoking!
their very own children. Parental enLoyalty and faithfulness to a mission
gagement is a double-edged sword.
A black single mother driving to the
Some parents are engaged to aid and asgrocery store with a passenger beside her
sist their children while others are engaged
six-year-old man child becoming more
to utilize their very own children as a conconscious of the world around him recalls
sumable product by committing their chilsomething he learned in school and said
dren to a variety of psychological profiling
to his mother: “Mom we have to save the
and labeling in pursuit of financial reward.
water. We can’t use too much water beThat financial reward received fills the hocause if we do we won’t have enough.”
listic belly of these types of parents who usuHis mother with love and from a
ally utilize the finances for human comforts,
Ernisa Barnwell
sound knowledge of God said to her
sedatives and keeping up appearances.
child: “What God created he replenishes.”
2 Kings 6:28, 29
“What God created he replenishes,” the young
And the king said unto her, What aileth thee? And she
child asked his mother with a look of new revelation answered, This woman said unto me, Give thy son, that
on his countenance, and the mother said, “Yes son, we may eat him to day, and we will eat my son to morrow.
what God created he replenishes.”
29 So we boiled my son, and did eat him: and I said
Isaiah 59:19
unto her on the next day, Give thy son, that we may eat
So shall they fear the name of the LORD from the him: and she hath hid her son.
west, and his glory from the rising of the sun? When
Sacrifice required to overcome
the enemy shall come in like a flood, the Spirit of the
Children that are taught the process of seed, time and
LORD shall lift up a standard against him.
harvest, can then understand that faith without works is
Accountability
dead. All projects require energy and patience. Tenacity is
Social, spiritual and economic responsibility plays a major something we must teach through lifestyle. Being tenacious
role in whether we as parents are nurturing the developer usually requires us to make the most of what we have, and
or consumer in our children. Balance is key to productivity putting the required focus and energy toward our goal.
and guiding our youth into living up to they’re full potential.
Children need to see us go the extra mile to get a thing
Our children have great potential that can manifest accomplished. They need to see us proceed in life, and exitself negatively or positively. Positive reinforcement ceed boundaries even when people places or things tell us
and negative reinforcement are passed on to our chil- what can’t happen for us. They need to see miracles in our
dren through lifestyle. We teach them what role in so- lives. Sacrifice comes to anyone that sticks with a project
ciety they are to take on. Children learn just as much to fruition. The old adage goes: “No guts, no glory.”
from what they see as what they hear, or are told.
Esther 4:14
Genesis 2:7
For if thou altogether holdest thy peace at this time,
And the LORD God formed man of the dust of the then shall there enlargement and deliverance arise to
ground, and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; the Jews from another place; but thou and thy father’s
and man became a living soul.
house shall be destroyed: and who knoweth whether
And the earth brought forth grass, and herb yielding thou art come to the kingdom for such a time as this?
seed after his kind, and the tree yielding fruit, whose seed
15 Go, gather together all the Jews that are present
was in itself, after his kind: and God saw that it was good. in Shushan, and fast ye for me, and neither eat nor drink
Genesis 1:11
three days, night or day: I also and my maidens will fast
And God said, Let the earth bring forth grass, the herb likewise; and so will I go in unto the king, which is not
yielding seed, and the fruit tree yielding fruit after his kind, according to the law: and if I perish, I perish.
whose seed is in itself, upon the earth: and it was so.
Esther 5:2
We all stand on sacrifice from generations beAnd it was so, when the king saw Esther the queen
fore us
standing in the court, that she obtained favour in his
The single most disrespectful thing we can act out sight: and the king held out to Esther the golden scepin our lives and pass on to our children is not acknowl- tre that was in his hand. So Esther drew near, and
edging that we are blessed. We did not do it all on our touched the top of the sceptre.
own. Someone has gone on before us to clear a path.
Reference: KJV Holy Bible
Someone is always standing behind us as a support,
Barnwell’s article is challenging, please respond.
and someone is always beside us in agreement with
Pastor Rainey serves as Community Outreach Pastor for
our thought process. These building blocks of human- the Faith Memorial MB Church, Rev. Dr. Bragg L. Turner,
ity must not be degraded and ignored if we are going Senior Pastor. He also serves as president of the Parent Support
to raise healthy hearts and minds.
For Education Council, Inc., and chairman of JWB South
1 Chronicles 29:1
County Community Council. He may be contacted:
Furthermore David the king said unto all the con- mrainey390@verizon.net or (727) 420-1326.
gregation, Solomon my son, whom alone God hath
The Parent Council meets every third Thursday of
chosen, is yet young and tender, and the work is great: each month @ 6:30 p.m., Faith Memorial Missionary
for the palace is not for man, but for the LORD God.
Baptist 1800 18th Ave. S., St. Petersburg, at the (ReConsumptive Spirit
source Center), to the far right and adjacent to the
Unfortunately the “consumer only” slave mentality Church. The community is welcome.

The waiting list for all bedroom sizes
for Jordan Park Apartments located at:
1245 Jordan Park St. S.,
St Petersburg, FL 33712
Will be OPEN
6/2/2014 to 7/2/2014
For households with annual income
that does not exceed:
Persons in
Household
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8

Annual
Household
Income
$8320
$9520
$10700
$11880
$12840
$13800
$14740
$15700

Interested persons are required to bring proof
of all household income to the address listed
above. Once the income has been verified and
your household does not exceed the maximum
allowable income you will be issued an
application(s). Due to the income restrictions
on this open waitlist you must apply in person.
Income verifications, application distribution,
and application submittal is available:
Monday –Thursday from
10:00 AM – 2:00 PM
CUSTOMIZED ADVERTISING CAMPAIGNS




OFFICE:
727-865-1591
FAX:
727-866-1728
WWW.WRXB.US

STREAMING LIVE GLOBALLY!
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COMMUNITY NEWS
What’s cooking at pTEC
From pTEC, page 1

weeks on that and they
have to take a ‘ServSafe’
test and pass it as part of
the curriculum.”
In addition to absorbing
the fundamentals of nutrition the students are also
taught “mise en place,” or
the
organization
and
arrangement of all ingredients. Literally “put in
place,” the practice is a
standard of professional
kitchens everywhere.
“We teach them about
the tools, the equipment
and the science behind
cooking and baking,” Kittel
said. “A lot of people don’t
realize you need math in
cooking, they think you just
cook. But you have to be
able to extend recipes.”
The Restaurant Cook
course follows, in which the
students apply basic nutrition to menus and recipes.
This includes a study of
basic ingredients and the
preparation of fruits and
vegetables in stocks, soups,
salads and sandwiches, and
an introduction to baking.
Cooking and baking are
two different animals, according to 64-year-old Kittel, who has been teaching
at pTEC for about three
and a half years.
“With baking you need
precise recipes,” he explained. “When you’re
cooking a roast or a steak,
you have flexibility. With
baking, not so much. In
cooking, they’re called
recipes, in baking they’re
formulas.”
The students have the
opportunity to make tasty
gelatins, puddings, pies,
bread and cakes. They also
learn the art of cake decorating.
Along with learning the
preparation of vegetables,
salads, soups, stocks various sandwiches and hot entrees, they also get a course
in the chemistry behind
cooking.
The Chef/Head Cook
course focuses on entree

items such as fish and poultry. While participating in
hands on activities in the
campus kitchens, the students not only get the opportunity to learn the
chemistry of cooking but
get to experience firsthand
the atmosphere of a tightlyrun kitchen.
Rounding out the program is the Food Service
Management
course,
which includes the application of advanced cooking
and baking techniques in
the classroom and kitchen.
“They go into the
kitchen where they’re observed,” Kittel said. “Do
they follow safety and sanitation? How do they work
alongside each other? We
teach them what they need
to go into the kitchen, how
are they applying now that
they are there?”
Since the culinary program provides the meals
for the pTEC cafeteria
Monday through Thursday,
the entire student body and
faculty have the chance to
savor these delectable edibles. The usual fare can include home cooking like
pork chops, meatloaf,
turkey with stuffing and
gravy, mixed vegetables,
barbecue ribs and grilled
corn and baked potato
salad.
“Instead of boiling the
potatoes you bake them, for
a different taste,” Kittel explained.
On Wednesdays there
is a special luncheon where
the students get to create
and serve up more exotic
fare such as frog legs, duck
a l’orange and even alligator tail. pTEC students and
faculty aren’t the only ones
who get to partake in the
program’s appetizing output.
“In the last year we have
hooked up with Suncoast
Haven of Rest,” Kittel said,
“who feed the homeless.
And we cook over 500
meals for them on Mon-

days and Thursdays, so it
gives the students exposure to cooking without
wasting food. It’s a good
working
relationship.
Everything else we sell at
the
cafeteria
or
the Wednesday luncheon.”
Some students also volunteer for community functions, Kittel said, like
providing a potluck dinner
for the National Literacy
Foundation.
The
comprehensive
program covers not only
back-of-house duties but
front-of-house skills as well.
Students have the chance
to learn management and
service skills, including the
proper way to serve a bottle
of wine. By providing a
well-rounded education on
all aspects of the restaurant
business, the program
gives students a chance to
decide where they feel
most comfortable working.
Once the students complete the program they can
receive assistance from
pTEC in job placement.
“We have connections
and contacts in different
areas,” Kittel averred. “The
instructors have worked in
the field.”
Kittel, who holds various degrees in hotel and
restaurant management,
business administration
and marketing, owned his
own catering business for
most of his life. After retiring from the industry, he
was happy to find a home
teaching at pTEC.
“I love turning students
around and teaching them
the skills they need to succeed,” he said. “We have a
great program here.”
The next culinary arts
program starts up in August, so if you’re interested
in this career path, please
visit myptec.org or call 727893-2500. Financial aid is
available. See ad below.
To reach Frank Drouzas,
email fdrouzas@theweeklychallenger.com
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Best field day ever!

Rewards for being on the principal’s list

From UPA, page 1

From MELROSE, page 1

he showed up on the field
for field day, he and the kids
were already old friends.”
Born to Haitian immigrants, the six-foot eleven
inch Boston native decided
to throw around the pigskin
with some of the kids in between answering a barrage
of questions.
“It really made a difference what Nerlens did for
the kids. It was about hard

work and that’s what they
need to hear. They will remember his message 10 or
15 years from now.”
Noel, who sat out his
rookie season with the
76ers, hasn’t played since
tearing his anterior cruciate
ligament in February 2013,
during his freshman year at
the University of Kentucky.
He will make his NBA
debut during the Orlando

Summer League that starts
July 5.
UPA is currently enrolling students for the
2014-15 school year. Potential parents can stop by and
pick up an application for
admissions in the main office, 1701 10th St. S., or
complete an application online at www.upaflorida.org.
Click on the Enrollment
Process tab.



 

        
  

          
 
   
    
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
  




      
        
    
   




    




         
   
   

for about a year, she said.
Grasso accompanied the accomplished students on
the outing.
“Something that we
wanted to do was recognize
achievement,” Smith affirmed, “recognize the kids
when they do well.”
Smith meets with
Grasso about once a month
to discuss what they can do
to support and encourage
the students of Melrose.
“She tells me what she
needs and I raise money for
it,” Smith said. “We talk and
figure out what we can do
next, whether it means
bringing in stuffed animals
for the kids, or whatever we
can come up with to encour-

age them to do well in school
and stay in school. And we
encourage the parent involvement, which is important.”
She added that besides
this luncheon, they raised
over $4,000 to outfit every
child with a uniform at that
school. Smith said the students don’t have to wear
their uniforms for such outings, and they can stand out
in their Sunday best.
Though the children
can pick out whatever they
want for themselves or their
families at these shopping
sprees, Smith said, some
opt for necessities such as
socks and underwear.
“The kids at Melrose

live in some tough neighborhoods,”
Smith
attested, “so we all need to
support them any way we
can. They’re our kids.
They’re everyone’s kids.”
She mentioned that the
initial luncheons had about
nine or 10 kids, while the
final, year-ending one had
over 20.
“We moved the needle,”
Smith said. “What happens
is that those kids tell their
friends that when you do
well in school you’re going
to be rewarded. Seeing the
smiles on their faces, it really made their day!”
To reach Frank Drouzas,
email fdrouzas@theweeklychallenger.com
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Raising cancer awareness
From CANCER, page 1

disease. He, like many
African Americans according to Sykes, was afraid of
the side effects of prostate
cancer, the most prominent,
impotency. The pastor believes this quietly kept secret is one of the main
reasons black men will not
go to the doctor earlier,
thereby reducing their survival rates.
“For me the choice was
simple,” he preached. “It
was to go through whatever
process that I needed, to
fight what was most important for me to fight, because
a dead man can’t take care
of a woman either.”
Prostate cancer has
nearly a 100 percent fiveyear survival rate if found in
the first two stages, so
Sykes urges men to get regular checkups before the
disease advances. And although the pastor admits
that his biopsy wasn’t a
pleasant experience, he
feels it’s “better to be a live
dog, than a dead lion,” and
knows going through the
healing process has made
him a stronger man.
Every day is still a recovery day for Sykes, but
he feels better each time he
wakes and believes his purpose in life is bigger than
worrying about impotency.
“Sometimes our egos get
the best of us,” he said.
The evening continued
with more entertainment
and good food provided by
SouthSide Charcoal Grill

before another cancer survivor spoke to those gathered in the audience.
Julia Hamilton views
herself as a survivor because she is still fighting
her cancer. Diagnosed with
breast cancer just a week
before her 42nd birthday,
Hamilton admits it got her
down. But she found when
she started encouraging
others she met with the disease to hold on; they were
emboldened by her positive
outlook and her willingness
to keep going.
“I keep a smile on my
face every day, no matter
how bad or how good I am
feeling,” Hamilton said. “It
just encourages other people and it helps me get
through it.”
Hamilton knows that
having loved ones around
her and the support of
friends and family has
helped her stay positive and
battle the disease. She
hopes that others experience the same and encourages the community to pray
for those suffering from
cancer, whether you know
them or not. “When people
are going through cancer,
more than anything, what
people need most is your
love and support.”
Toriano Parker is the
Founder and CEO of Advantage Village Academy,
which sponsors the gala
event each year. The organization is dedicated to empowering and enhancing the

quality of life for those who
promote self-sufficiency, financial stability and economic development. They
also provide supervision and
guidance to many of the disadvantage youth within the
community.
“It is designed to equal
the playing field for people
who don’t have the advantage or opportunity to be on
the north side where there
are more resources,” said
Parker.
However, the money
raised at the gala will be put
toward various aspects of
cancer awareness from
recreational opportunities
and social events, to education, to benefiting those associated with cancer.
“This event has always
been about cancer,” said
Parker whose uncle, Jeffrey
Harris, is terminally ill with
the disease and who
checked himself out of the
hospital early just to attend
the event. “Every aspect
helps that group and I’m inspired by him making the
sacrifice to come out. Every
year no one has failed us.”
The Pink Bow Tie Gala
was held at the St. Petersburg Museum of History
and donations are still accepted through the Advantage Village Academy and
the Southern Christian
Leadership Conference.
To reach Holly Kestenis,
email hkestenis@theweeklychallenger.com
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Health Care Forum
ST. PETERSBURG –
World Kidney Day took
place in March, but Janice
Starling-Williams had to sit
this one out because she
was still in recovery from a
kidney transplant she received in December. Now
that she’s back on her feet,
she held an All Kidney Patients Heath Care Forum
May 22 at the historic Manhattan Casino.
Starling-Williams, former dialysis patient for 13
years and eight months, and
her team shared her story
with the large group and
gave information to improve
their lives through empowerment.
Joe Karan from the National Kidney Foundation,
once on home hemodialysis therapy now 12 months
transplanted, spoke about
how to detect kidney failure.
One way is a urine test
called Albumin-to-Creatinine Ratio (ACR), which
checks for substances that
should not be there such as
protein, blood or pus, and
another way is a blood test
to check for levels of a common waste product called
creatinine.
There are no early
symptoms of kidney disease, which is why it is so
important for people at risk
to get tested. The earlier
kidney disease is found, the
earlier it can be treated.

Most people don’t know
they have kidney disease
until their kidneys fail. Risk
factors are diabetes, high
blood pressure, heart disease or a family history of
kidney disease.
Gift bags were given out
stuffed with informative materials on kidney disease
and dialysis; there were dialysis patients on hand to give
their stories, a PowerPoint
presentation on taking care
of one’s health was shown
and even testimonies on
how exercise and diet can
end a diabetic’s dependency
on insulin.
Attendees learned how
to prevent kidney diseases
and for those already on
dialysis, the latest information and new resources
were given to help those
suffering from the disease
live a better quality of life.
There were vendors and
Henry Ashwood serenaded
the room with jazz. The
event was a success and
many left donations to the
newly formed support
group: All Kidney Patients
Support Group (AKPSG),
which is a 501 (c) 3 organization. All funds will be used
to help dialysis patients and
their needs such as food,
transportation to and from
centers and doctors and
much more. Most of these
needs occur when their social security check runs out

 


 


Courtesy of

toward the last few weeks of
the month.
Awards were also given
out. The Stephanie Bates
Advocacy Award was given
to
Rufus
Bordene.
Stephanie was a key player
in getting this support
group started. She lived 40
years on dialysis and her life
was dedicated to advocating
and caring for other dialysis
patients. She passed away
last year.
The Care Giver award
was given to Jeffery J. Smith
who is a registered nurse
that works in a local Fresenius Dialysis Center. He
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to make patients feel safe
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4 hours of treatment in a
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BUSINESS DIRECTORY



Hires Hairstyling



3427 11th Avenue North
St. Petersburg, Fla. 33713
Open Tuesday – Friday
6 AM until 6 PM
Losing Hair- Scalp treatments can help
Wigs need shampoo – cut to fit your face



Call (727) 642-7475

   



  

HELP WANTED
Administrative Assistant
MYcroSchool Pinellas Charter High School has an opening for
an experienced Administrative Assistant. Must be independent
self-starter with a minimum of 3 years administrative experience
and interested in working with at-promise students. Candidate shall
have intermediate/advanced working knowledge in Microsoft Office
Suite. $30,046.70 with competitive benefit package. 210 days/year
with 10 weeks vacation. Email you resume to edujobs@siatech.org.
www.mycroschool.org.

Angelia’s Hair Safari/Alterations
727-403-8111
406 11th Ave. N., St. Petersburg
Take Advantage Of

SYLVIA J. TAYLOR P.A.
ATTORNEY & COUNSELOR AT LAW
Specializing In Real Estate Closings,
Refi’s and Probate

1900 Main Street, Suite 750
Sarasota, FL 34238
(941) 309-5188
Fax (941) 309-5201
sylviajtaylorpa@cs.com

LOOK NO FURTHER
FOR CHURCH SUPPLIES
Communion Items • Choir Robes
Bulletins • Bibles • Sunday School books
Gospel CDs / DVDs and so much more

Reader’s Choice Book & Gift Store
3951 34th St. S., St. Petersburg
(In the old K-Mart building)

(727) 867-3696
Open: Wednesday - Sunday

  
    

  

  
 
 


 




25% OFF
Any Hair Weave or Hair
Replacement Service
Through July 1, 2014

Shear Essence Hair Salon
727-328-7189

FREE TRIM
WITH ANY SERVICE
(Offer expires June 20, 2014)
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A bittersweet graduation
BY HOLLY KESTENIS
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
Each school year the Carrera Summer and Afterschool Program has guided
its members on how to become better students and
citizens. And even though
the program is set to end in
July, program participants
didn’t miss out on a spectacular graduation.
Nearly
60
eighth
graders and their families
packed into the Enoch
Davis Center located at
1111 18th Ave. S., excited
to walk down the aisle and
pick up their diplomas. It
was a bittersweet moment
for the adults who run the
program and have seen
these kids grow from timid
sixth graders to the wellrounded graduating class
of 2014, ready to embark on
new adventures in high
school.
The Carrera program is
supported by the Juvenile
Welfare Board (JWB) and
Pinellas County Health Department. Sixty boys and
girls from John Hopkins
Middle School were chosen to participate in the
mentoring program, which
was originally set to following the same students from
sixth grade through their
high school graduation.
JWB, however, deemed the
program too costly and criticized for not targeting
enough students in need.
The program was originally established in 1984 in
Harlem by Dr. Michael
Carrera, the Thomas
Hunter Professor Emeritus

of Health Sciences at
Hunter College of the City
University of New York, in
an attempt to revitalize the
worn out system he felt was
failing the youth. He envisioned a program that
would provide a positive,
loving support system for
young people and their parents. This no-cost federally
funded program is offered
where the need for “parallel
parenting” is greatest.
So with a sad heart and
tears overflowing, Program
Director Susan Jenkins
thanked parents, guardians
and friends for being there
before sharing a couple of
quotes from the late Maya
Angelou, who had passed
away that morning. Jenkins
described Angelou’s love
affair with words and the
power they embrace.
“She said ‘if you give
only one smile, give it to
the people you love, nothing will work unless you
do,’” recited Jenkins. She
also spoke on how Angelou
believed
that
people
needed to change the
things they didn’t like,
while not complaining
about the things they can’t
change.
“I just want to tell you
how much you mean to
me,” she said to both the
students and staff, overcome with emotion, her
voice shaking. “Each of you
is so special. You are such
wonderful kids with such
potential for the future.”
For some, this will be
the last time these students
will be in such a close-knit
mentoring group, and with

the program set to end
after this summer, there
will never be another graduating class, there will be
no other students to receive the honor of being a
Carerra member.
Community Coordinator Barbara Burnett kept
her words simple, but they
rang true just the same to
all in the room. “Our kids
are at promise, they’re not
at risk,” she said as she emphasized what a powerful
weapon education is and
how it can change the
world. “They can do whatever they set their minds to
do.”
Youth need a purpose
and the Carerra program
was purposeful for the children fortunate enough to
attend. Patricia Boswell
works as Director of Clinical Services for the Pinellas
County Health Department, and kept it real for
the graduates remembering the good and the bad
times.
Boswell told the graduates to prepare themselves
for a life in which they will
experience situations that
seem unfair and witness inequality in all aspects of the
workforce
and
social
stepladder. Because let’s
face it, life is not all about always coming out on top.
But Boswell is confident
the Carerra kids have
learned how to face those
negative moments and turn
them into learning points,
into something positive.
“That means doing the
right thing, no matter who
does wrong,” she said.

City
councilmember
Wengay Newton encouraged program participants
to continue to do their best
and not to become a statistic. He brought a slide
show presentation depicting the students as they arrived in the program as,
“little fifth graders heading
into middle schools trying
to find which way to go,”
said Newton describing
how small and cute they
were in 2011 at the inception of the program.
Newton recited some
hard facts about juveniles
in jail beds across the city,
some 2,500 of them, and
told the graduates to remember
the
lessons
learned in the program
throughout their high
school career.
Graduates soon were
called on to get their certificates of graduation and
hear some words of encouragement from Dr. Carerra
read by Fidelity Manager
Ronalda Hopkins. He expressed his heartfelt best
wishes and expressed his
disappointment that the
program was not continuing. However, he wrote he
was “positive that the extraordinary education and
caring that you have received over these years
from the staff will successfully carry you forward to
your individual goals.”
Good luck in high
school Carerra graduates!
To reach Holly Kestenis,
email hkestenis@theweeklychallenger.com

The inaugural Intergenerational Trivia Contest
BY KEIRSTEN JOHNSON
Carrera Program Mentor

ST. PETERSBURG —
The Senior Advisory Council
of the Enoch Davis Center
held their first Intergenerational Trivia Contest with
seniors versus youth Wed.,
May 14. Sponsored by
Norm Bungard, an accomplished humanitarian, and facilitated
by
educator
Accilous Mincey, the event
was a huge success.
Five seniors represented
the Enoch Davis Center, located at 1111 18th Ave. S.,
and five youth represented

their current school John
Hopkins Middle School and
the Carrera Summer and Afterschool Program that each
youth attends. The night was
filled with laughter, disappointment and an overall excitement for all who
participated.
Smiles were brought to
the faces of those who
watched at the edge of their
seats. Each team studied
long and hard for weeks
preparing for questions on
African-American history.
The competition between
the two groups was high, but
in the end the seniors won

by a landslide.
The kids suspected chicanery was afoot, complaining that some of the material
was not covered in their
study sessions, but the information they retained over
those weeks of preparation
was not overlooked for two
$499 checks were given to
the youth and seniors for
participating in the challenge
along with certificates and
trophies.

The money given was donated to their organization of
choice, which was John Hopkins Middle School for the
kids and the Enoch Davis
Center for the seniors.
The event was dedicated
to Yvonne C. Reed who is not
only an educator and
founder of the Yvonne C.
Reed Christian School, but
she was one of the judges for
the contest alongside Wanda
Johnson.
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Carrera Youth Exhibition

The last Carrera Youth Exhibition and reception took place Fri., May 16 at
Studio@620 in downtown St. Petersburg. Their works of art went on sale and any
money earned went into the student’s saving account set up by the program.

Mohammed Haitham used watercolors and marker on his
painting, which took him two days to finish. He is 14 years
old and will attend St. Pete High School his freshman year.

Meoshia Dillion used watercolor paints and will be
attending Gibbs High School in the fall.

Cameron Sheppard called his painting
“3D Apple.” This 14 year old will attend
Northeast High School in the fall.

Joseph Allen painted a pineapple but couldn’t
think of a name to call it. This 15 year old will
attend Lakewood High School in the fall.

Imani Johnson painted her masterpiece
with watercolors. She will be attending
Pinellas Park High School in the fall.

National Urban League Young
Professionals are coming to town

Jerry Hedgeman took 30 minutes to paint his
watercolor work of art. This 14 year old will attend
Lakewood High School his freshman year.

Erneisha Smith used acrylic paint on her masterpiece
she entitled “Dominion Man.” She will attend the
Registered Nurse program at Boca Ciega in the fall.

The Law Offices of K. V. Rubin, PA
Attorney Karmika V. Rubin
NOW ACCEPTING NEW CLIENTS FOR
FORECLOSURE AND FAMILY LAW CASES.
Call 727 512-8261 or
Email info@Rubinslaw.com
today for a consultation!
You DON’T Have to Fight Alone.
Serving Pinellas, Hillsborough, Pasco and Hernando Counties.
The hiring of an attorney is a serious decision and should not be based solely on advertisement alone.

NO COST MEDICAID &
MEDICARE REVIEWS
727-327-9881 • 3535 Central Ave.
St. Petersburg, FL 33713
Last year’s Young Professionals event.
ST. PETERSBURG –
Pinellas County Urban
League Young Professionals are ready for a weekend
like none other in Tampa
Bay. The organization prepares to host this year’s
2nd Annual Florida Young
Professionals
Retreat
Weekend June 20-22.
Three days of networking, leisure, nightlife and
personal enrichment activities are planned to bring
together National Urban
League Young Professionals
members
from
Florida’s five chapters.
“This unique opportunity of hosting a Young
Professionals (YP) weekend gives us a chance to
expose our membership at
the local level on what the

YP movement is about nationally,” said President
Jessica Clark. Participation
is not limited to members.
“Anyone who’s interested
in learning more about
who we are and what we do
is invited to participate in
the weekend’s activities.”
The weekend event
was inspired by past Southern Regional Vice President, Karen Anderson,
who challenged each state
to bring together all of the
chapters for bonding and
sharing best practices.
With over 60 Urban
League YP chapters across
the country, it’s difficult to
meet everyone from a particular state at national conferences.
There are a total of five

YP chapters across the
state of Florida: Broward,
Central Florida, Jacksonville, Palm Beach and
Pinellas. Last year’s initial
weekend was hosted by
Palm Beach Urban League
Young Professionals.
For more information or
to register for the retreat, visit
www.eventjoy.com/e/2ndannual-fl-yp-retreat-weekend
ABOUT PCULYP
Pinellas County Urban
League Young Professionals
is a volunteer auxiliary of
the Pinellas County Urban
League. Our auxiliary provides community service,
networking and leadership
development opportunities
for other young professionals
from around the Tampa
Bay area.

H EALTH & WELLNESS
• Prevention • Awareness • Education •
•Testing • Counseling • Referrals •
HELP - US - HELP - U • Access
Food Stamp Application/SNAP
Medicaid Application - Recertification

727.403.3366
www.helpushelpuinc.org
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Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Praise Time 10:45 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.
Tuesday Night Live Prayer Service & Bible Study 7 p.m.

 







Come Worship With the First Baptist Family

     








  

  

 




  

   





 


 
   





 
  

 

 
  



 







Victory Christian Center Church

 



  

    



Sunday School .................................9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship ..........................11:00 a.m.
Wednesday Evening Prayer ............6:30 p.m.



Tutoring offered Tuesday &
Wednesday at 3:30 p.m.
Prayer Meeting 7:00 p.m.
Bible Study 11:00 a.m. & 7:30 p.m.
Youth Bible Study 7:00 p.m.

Prayer Tower Church of God in Christ
Pastor Ricardo Welch




Wednesday Night Bible Study.......7:30 p.m.










  
  



Kingdom Restoration, Inc.

Faith Based Outreach Ministry
3530 1st Avenue North, Ste. 217
St. Petersburg, Florida 33713

(727) 564-1389




Pastor Shurrea Daniels

 

 






 
     
  
  

 









BETHEL COMMUNITY
BAPTIST CHURCH
2901 - 54th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL. 33712
(727) 866-2567

Motto: Restoring One Life At A Time

We provide independent services to young women,
between the ages of 18-21, that have aged out of foster care.
Services Offered:
Community Housing, Life Skills, Financial Planning
Performing Arts and Technical Assistance
We also Offer:
E.V.E. Enrichment Classes on Monday and Wednesday 6-8 p.m.
Every 3rd Saturday Women’s Ministry 1-3 p.m.

The Crossing Point
Christian Cultural Empowerment
Community Center
“JESUS, the same yesterday, today and forever.” Hebrews 13:8

SERVICES
Sunday School:
8:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship Service:
9:30 a.m.
Bible Study: Wednesdays
at 6:30 p.m.


 
Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.


Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church.
For more information about the other services and
ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911.


 

Elder Carson Skinner, Assistant Pastor
1137 37th Street South, Saint Petersburg, FL 33711
(727) 321-0670





  
 
  



  

Need a ride? Our Transportation Ministry is available Sundays and Wednesdays

Sunday School 8:45-10:00 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:00 a.m.
Communion - 1st Sunday of each month
New Members Orientation - Sunday at 8:45 a.m.

Having been led, as we believe, by the
Spirit of God to receive the Lord Jesus
Christ as our Saviour; and on the profession of our faith. We the people of
God returning to God’s Word, proclaiming, God’s Will in provoking His
love among one another.








 





  
 

 


 






 

1818 29th Avenue N.
St. Petersburg, Florida
727.898.5571
Sunday Worship

11:30 a.m.






  



 
 

900 22nd St. S., St. Petersburg, FL 33712
727-821-0304
Edgar & Sarah Edwards,
Email:
thechurch@thecrossingpoint.net
Overseers
www.thecrossingpoint.net
Worship, Sundays, 11 a.m.
Community Prayer & Bible Study, Tuesdays, 12 noon
Mid-week Bible Study, Wednesdays, 7 p.m.
Single Grown Folks Bible Study & Fellowship,
Saturdays, 7 p.m.

“We are a Movement with a Message. The results are that we build people; not programs.”

Visit Us At http://www.kingdomrestoration.info/

  


 

  
 
 

Pastors Dexter and
Wanda McCree
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THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVENUE SOUTH
St. Petersburg, Florida





Presiding Bishop
Warren Hawkins

 

CHURCH MOTTO: ALL IN ONE AND ONE IN ALL; WHEN
WE GET OUT OF ONE WE’RE OUT OF ALL. NO ONE IS
LEFT BEHIND; WE NEED TO KNOW WHO JESUS IS!
Addresses
• 1st and 3rd Sabbath at 3931 Central Ave. St. Petersburg , Fl
• 2nd, 4th and 5th Sabbath and Wed. nights at
3900 Dr. Martin Luther King St. South Petersburg , Fl
Service times and Contact information
• 10:30 am -12:00 noon Sabbath School
• 12:00 noon -1:30 pm Worship service
• 7:30 pm Bible Study on Wed. Nights
• 727-290-8115 after 5 pm (Bishop Hawkins)
• 727 614 6994 after 2 pm (secretary)

Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Office Hours: Tuesday and Friday
9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.





Queen Street Church of God in Christ
Elder Willie Williamson, Pastor
First Lady, Patricia Williamson
1732 9th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
727-896-4356

SERVICES
Sunday
Sunday School – 9:30 a.m.
A. M. Service – 11 a.m.
Tuesday
Morning Prayer – 9 to 10 a.m.
Wednesday YPWW Bible Study – 7:30 p.m.

CHURCH NEWS
St. Mark MBC

Pastor’s Corner
BY KISHA JORDAN

The St. Mark Missionary
Baptist Church, its pastor, the
Reverend Brian K. Brown, its
official staff of Deacons and
Trustees, and the entire congregation, extends to the community at large, its wish that
there would be an overflowing
of God’s blessings upon their
lives. St. Mark is grounded in
a Christ-centered doctrine that
has as its central theme, a belief that we are a haven of hope,
help, and healing for a world
hungering for and thirsting
after the enlightened word of
God. At St. Mark, we are
Christians willing to work and
partner in unity, praising God
for His awesome gift, His son
Jesus Christ.
Coming in June
June 8 - Pastor Brown’s
19th Anniversary Celebration
during 10:45 am Service.
Theme: “Leader Who Does
Not Grow Weary in Well
Doing” (Galatians 6:9)

June 7 - State Youth Convention Concert St. John Progressive Missionary Baptist
Church 7 p.m.
June 9-13 - District Congress
June 15 - Father’s Day
June 23 - Final PIZZA Ministry of 2014
June 24-28 - Congress No.
2-Southside Tabernacle Baptist Church
June 29 - Mission Emphasis Sunday
Weekly Scheduled Activities for St. Mark
Sunday School held for
both children and adults of all
ages. Sunday School starts
each Sunday morning at 9:30.
All are invited to come and join
us.
Baptist Training Union is
each Sunday at 5 p.m. Members and the general public are
invited to come out study the
Bible with us, and learn “What
Baptist Believe.”

Children and Youth Ministry Meetings are held every
Tuesday at 6 p.m. Children in
the community are welcomed
to join us.
Mime/Praise Dance Rehearsal on Sundays from 2-4
p.m.
N I. K. E. After School Tutoring (4:30-6 p.m.) on Tuesdays & Thursdays (closed
during holiday seasons and
school breaks)
Young Adult Ministry
every Monday from 6:30 p.m.
(Bible Study)
Sunday School Teachers’
Meeting is held every Tuesday
at 7 p.m.
Senior Hour of Power
Bible Study is held every
Wednesday at 9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting and
Bible Study every Wednesday
evening at 7.
Children Youth Ministry
Bible Study every Wednesday
at 7:30 p.m.

Friendship MBC
Our Mission: Friendship
Missionary Baptist Church is
a family of believers in Christ,
reaching out to the world,
preaching the gospel to the
unsaved and teaching the
saved to serve by demonstrating the Love of Christ Dr. John A. Evans, Sr., Pastor
2014 “Total Surrender,
Total Sacrifice, and Total
Stewardship” – II Corinthians
9:6-8.
MARK YOUR CALENDAR
FMBC 86th Church Anniversary: Sunday, June 8,
Culmination Service, 7:45
a.m., Dr. Wayne G. Thompson, Pastor, First Baptist Institutional Church, 10:45
a.m., Dr. John A. Evans, Sr.,

Pastor, Friendship Missionary Baptist Church. Please
contact Minister S.P. Saulsby,
86th Church Anniversary
Chairperson, for further information: 727.906.8300.
FMBC Father’s Day Celebration: Sunday, June 15.
We will honor Fathers at our
7:45 a.m. and 10:45 a.m. worship services. Please make
plans to join us for this joyous
occasion to recognize Father’s Day. Please contact
Sister
Cynthia
Pierce,
Women’s Ministry President,
for further information:
727.906.8300.
Have you found the key?
If you’re looking for the key
to happiness or heaven, you’ll
find it through Jesus Christ.

Dr. John A. Evans, Sr., Pastor
and the Friendship family
welcomes you to our open
doors. Friendships’ Sunday
Praise and Worship are 7:45
a.m. and 10:45 a.m. Sunday
Church School begins at 9:30
a.m.
Come join us each
Wednesday for Bible Study at
Noon and 7:00 p.m. Dr.
Evans, Sr., Pastor, invites you
to come join us and share in
the study of God’s word .
Friendship is located at
3300 31st Street South, Saint
Petersburg, Florida 33712.
Our telephone number: 727906-8300.
www.fmbctheship.org
God Bless You – The
Ship!

Mt. Zioin Progressive
Reverend Louis Murphy,
Sr. and the entire Mt Zion family extend an open invitation to
join us not only in Sunday worship, but also throughout the
week for various programs and
ministries.
Wednesday Bible Study –
Noonday and 6 p.m.
Join us in the Month of
June as we celebrate our
Award winning Main Sanctuary Choir as they head back to
the Steve Harvey Ford Neighborhood awards for the third
time. Get ready for the big vote
on Friday, June 26th to determine who has the best church
choir in the country.
VOTE Mt. Zion Progressive’s Main Sanctuary Choir –
Best Church Choir for the
Steve Harvey Ford Neighborhood Awards. Voting is open

June 6 from 6 a.m. – 6 p.m. at
SteveHarvey.com
June 1 - 21 – 21 Days of
Prayer Theme: Combating
Spiritual Warfare. Daily at 6:00
am. Dial in: (805) 399-1000. Access Code: 910772.
June 13 – 14 – 50/42 Musical Celebration for Dr. K.
Bernard Parrott. FMI: visit
www.mzprogressive.org
June 14 –Father’s Day Celebration, Breakfast with Dad. 9
a.m., 2nd Floor Dining Room.
RSVP by June 8.
Men’s Unity Ministry Calling all Men... The Men’s
Ministry invite you to come out
on the third Thursday of each
month for their unity fellowship
and study of “What a Man of
God Should Look Like.”
CARE- Choosing Addiction
Recovery Efforts - is now hold-

ing Dial-a-Meetings. Phone
meetings are held every Tuesday from 7 to 8 p.m. Phone in
to: 605-477-2100, Access Code:
212213.
Let’s Get Connected!
Mt. Zion Progressive is
now social. Checkout the latest
events, ministry news, and
more by following us on FACEBOOK,
TWITTER
and
YOUTUBE
(Keyword:
MZPMBC). Visit our website
and let’s get connected today!
www.MZProgressive.org
For additional information
on any of these announcements, please contact the
church office.
Mt. Zion Progressive Missionary Baptist Church. 955
20th St. S., St. Petersburg
Florida. 727-894-4311, email:
info@mzprogressive.org.

Real Talk with Kisha Jordan
National TV Show & WRXB Praise 1590 AM

The favor of God
According to the word of
God, we are God’s children and
heirs of the kingdom. It is a kingdom of greatness and power that
God has made available to His
children both now and forever.
Dear reader, if you have accepted Jesus Christ as your Lord
and Savior, then you have access
to the power that flows from the
kingdom of God and are entitled
to an endless list of extraordinary benefits. For example, you
are set free from the power of sin
and death, you have been given
the gift of eternal life, and in this
life nothing will be able to separate you from the love of God. If
God does not do anything else
for you and I, these benefits
would be more than enough.
But, there is another benefit
that I would like to draw your attention to – “The Favor of God”.
Favor means to give special regard to or to display exceptional
kindness to another. Said biblically, it means for God to give
you preferential treatment or
special benefits. These benefits
from God are yours regardless
of the situations you might find
yourself in. You may be rejoicing
on the mountain top or weeping
down in the valley. The truth of
the matter is God’s favor is
yours. Remember, you are a
child of the King. I realize that in
this world, we will experience
pain and suffering for the cause

of Christ; but Got has promised
that we will share in His glory
(Romans 8:17). Now that is good
news.
We see this demonstrated in
the life of Joseph in Genesis 3750. Joseph was a child of the
King and destined for greatness. The scripture indicate that
when Joseph shared his God
given dreams about his future
with his brothers, that instead of
rejoicing with him, “...they hated
him even the more” (Genesis
37:5). Because of their hatred
Joseph had to endure being mistreated, rejected, isolated, and
jailed. But, I am here to tell you
that the pain and suffering that
others have caused you to endure will not stop the blessings
and favor that God has ordained
for your life. The bible tells us in
Numbers 23:20 what God has
blessed cannot be reversed. You
are blessed and God’s favor is
yours. Don’t fight it, don’t deny
it, walk in it!
By the word of God I declare
to you today, that you will be like
a tree planted by the water that
sends out its roots by the stream.
It does not fear when heat
comes; its leaves are always
green. It has no worries in a year
of drought and never fails to bear
fruit.” (Jeremiah 17:7-8). People
who trust in the Lord are blessed
and highly favored. I encourage
you to receive God’s favor for

your life. After all, favor is not fair;
but is does feel good. Let the
church say “AMEN!”
Do not miss the following
KJM events. The “We Got Each
Other’s Back” free marriage
seminar on Sat., July 19 at 4 p.m.,
the event will take place at the
Clarion Hotel located at 20967
US Hwy 19 N., Clearwater. The
seminar will be led by my husband, Dr. Jerome D. Jordan and
I. We have been married for over
25 years and together for over 30
years. We will share the lessons
learned, experiences and wisdom gained over the years to
better equip others for a life of
happy matrimony.
Also, you do not want to miss
the “Show Case for Jesus” on
Sat., Aug. 2 at 6:30 p.m. If you
have a talent and want to participate in this year’s event, the KJM
staff is waiting to hear from you.
Dial (813) 380-7771 for more information. The event features
Christian songs, rap, dance, poetry and so much more. Try
outs are available now.
To keep up with KJM
events, itinerary, etc., visit us on
any one of our Social Media
sites:
www.youtube.com/KJMMinistries
www.kishajordanenterprises.org
www.facebook.com/pastorkishajordan

“IT IS REVIVAL TIME”
Queen Street C.O.G.I.C.
1732 9th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Come join us as we celebrate our Pastor Willie Williamson
and First Lady 1st Anniversary
Monday, June 16 - Sunday, June 22 each night starting at 7
ANOINTED SPEAKERS:
Monday & Tuesday night New York’s True Prophet of God, Bishop Michael E. Turpin
Wednesday night Tampa’s own Pastor Willie Fowler, Palm River C.O.G.I.C.
Thursday night St. Pete’s own Pastor R. Welch, Prayer Tower C.O.G.I.C.
Sunday morning Tampa’s own Pastor A.D. Shaw, Shekinah Glory C.O.G.I.C.
We look forward to seeing each and every one of you!
Come on out … Bring a Friend and Hear God’s Word!

Real Talk With Kisha Jordan National T.V. Show
Every Monday Night
@ 10:30 P.M.
On Comcast,
all Smart Phones and Roku!
www.youtube.com/KJMMinistries

WRXB Praise 1590 AM Presents:
Real Talk With Kisha Jordan
For more information:
http://kishajordanenterprises.org
www.facebook.com/KishaFanPage
813-380-7771 (TV Show Number)

Radio Show

Call In To The Station:

Every Saturday
1:30 - 2:00 P.M.

(Radio Number)

727-864-1600
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